
thing we would like to 

consider with Tolono. 

 

 

The second meeting to 
discuss yoking with the 
Tolono Presbyterian 
church was held at the 
Philo Tavern Tuesday Oc-
tober 14th. The following 
is a summary of the key 
elements of yoking should 
we decide to move for-

ward. 

 

• Three persons from 
each church would be 
identified to serve as a 
yoke personnel com-
mittee to  start iden-
tifying a Teaching El-
der to serve a three 
year Covenant posi-

tion. 

• The total cost of sala-
ry, housing etc. would 

be calculated then 
divided in half. If one 
was providing housing 
then that would count 
towards that churches 

contribution. 

•  There would be a 3 
year trail period with 
the possibility of ei-
ther party choosing to 
opt out giving a six 

month notice. 

• Pastor time between 
the two churches 
would be divided 

roughly equally. 

 

There will be congrega-
tional meeting and vote  
on Sunday, November 23 
to decide if this is some-

From Session: 

Stewardship 2015  

AJ Bailey and myself, Bar-
bara Burlew are wanting 
to elaborate on the mes-
sage Jim Montgomery in-
corporated in Sunday, 
Nov 2nd sermon on 
“Growing Saints”.  We are 
not doing a stewardship 
campaign as such, but will 

be asking for pledge cards 
to be filled out over the 
next few Sundays, which 
will help our Budget com-
mittee make plans for our 
upcoming year at Philo 
Presbyterian Church.  As 
we transition, our attend-
ance and giving has been 
down, but guess what? our 

expenses are the same!  
Stay faithful, and remem-
ber the reason we offered 
our “talents” in the first 
place.  God’s grace and 
love and forgiveness are 
“priceless” to coin a cred-
it card company’s phrase.  
Give freely and in love.  

Thank you.   

PHONE:   

217-684-2317 
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 October 9th was another, 
in the series, of adult eve-
nings of conversation.  This 
discussion was led 
by Michael Trout 
and Mary 
Koloroutis. The discussion 
group was made of those 
currently living and caring 
for a loved one with de-
mentia and those interest-
ed in learning more about 
the disease and its effect 

on the family.  

Michael started the discus-

sion with various facts and 
findings from the medical 
community related to de-
mentia.  He started by stat-
ing that there are 36 million 
people worldwide with de-
mentia, 4 – 5 million living 
in the US.  Those living 
with a loved one either in 
their homes or at a nursing 
home had stories to tell 
regarding the care needs of 
the patient and the needs 
of the care giver. Many 
thought provoking ques-

tions were brought up and 

various advice was given. 

At the end of the evening 
everyone took away a bit 
of new knowledge and the 
good feelings of sharing 
time and thoughts with 

others. 

 

Evening of Conversations:   DEMENTIA & A CARING FOR A LOVED ONE 
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The October 11th 
Fall Yoga Retreat 
emphasized the im-
portance of identify-
ing misperceptions 
and false under-
standing of our 
selves and others.  
By stretching the 
mind and body we 
learn the im-

portance of a loose 
grip and maybe just 

“letting it go”. 

 

Rachel Bass-
Guennewig will be 
offering a special 
Advent Yoga Retreat 
in Nov. Members of 
the local Presbyteri-

an churches are 
welcome to attend. 
More information 

will be coming…. 

children that turned 
out and want to be 
apart of the Christ-
mas Program.   They 
are all so much fun 
and have so many 
wonderful ideas.     I 
can’t wait to see 
how the program 

The children seem to 
be really enjoying the 
new program that we 
have started this year 
and hopefully learning 
something at the 

same time.   

   I am so excited 
about the number of 

turns out.  We will 
continue to meet 
on Sunday’s at 9:15 
until the program 
on December 15.  
During this time we 
will have a short les-
son and practice, 

practice, practice. 

Yoga Retreat:  Make like a leaf and let go! 

Sunday School 

 

 
Champaign County’s 

Biggest Carrot 

It was not only a bump-
er crop of corn and 
beans, Don harvested 

this 5# carrot! 

 

Page 3 Volume 1, Issue 1 



        Nicaragua 2015 

 

Dates have been set for March 7th-14th.  We will be returning to La 
Flor, Nicaragua to build houses and partnerships with the people of the 

village and our program directors through Just Hope, Inc. 

As an envoy from Philo Pres and the Southeastern Presbytery, we are 
asking for a church sponsorship, recommending our group to the Keil-
man Foreign Mission Fund to help with travel expenses and building sup-
plies for at least one house in the village.  Session will submit a letter of 
intent on the group’s behalf to qualify for this grant.  We are asking for 
prayers for this endeavor, which will include participants from Buffalo 
Hart Presbyterian church, as well.  And we are asking from donations of 
items that we will be taking with us for the community, as gifts of grati-
tude for their boundless  love and acceptance of the strangers who come 

to live amongst them.   

Here’s a list of things that we learned were needed, specifically: 

1)   Quality hand wire cutters 

2)   Measuring tapes  

3)   Work gloves (of all sizes.  Small children can and will work along w 

volunteers) 

4)    Prenatal vitamins.  (Walmart has a 90-day bottle that’s not too ex-

pensive) 

5)    Children’s vitamins w iron- chewable, not gummy ones, as the heat 

and humidity would not be good on gummies! 

6)    Children’s chewable acetaminophen. 

7)     Soccer balls/ baseballs/ baseball gloves 

What is NOT needed: 

       Anymore toothbrushes! 

If you could just pick up a bottle of vitamins every time you go shopping, 
and could bring them to church with you, we will have a basket or box 
located in the “cloak room” for drop off.  Thank you for your support in 

preparing for this 2nd trip to La Flor 

The team this year consists of Mary Simon, AJ Bailey, Barbara Burlew, 
hopefully the Kirklands.  Cindy Shepherd from the Presbytery will head 
our team, and be working in conjunction w a Just Hope representative 
this trip, as they did this past year.   Thanks for vicariously joining our 

“team”! 

 

 


